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REF: 76 RANGOON 3866 

1 . THE BURMESE CONTINUE TO TELL US INFORMALLY OF THEIR 
NEED FOR ADDITIONAL TRANSPORT AND UTILITY AIRCRAFT TO USE 
IN NARCOTICS SUPPRESSION. WE BELIEVE THE BAF'S LACK OF 
SUFFICIENT AIRCRAFT RESOURCES IS A GENUINE CONSTRAINT ON 
THE GUB'S ABILITY TO PROSECUTE ITS NARCOTICS SUPPRESSION 
CAMPAIGN. TRANSPORT AIRCRAFT. PARTICULARLY A TYPE WITH 
STOL CAPABILITY (THE BURMESE HAVE MENTIONED C-130'S AND 
BUFFALOES). ARE NEEDED TO MOVE TROOPS AND SUPPLIES TO 
FORWARD STAGING AREAS FROM WHICH HELIBORNE ANTI-NARCOTICS 
OPERATIONS CAN BE MOUNTED. ADDITIONAL LIGHT UTILITY 
AIRCRAFT, PARTICULARLY WITH STOL CAPABILITY, WOULD BE 
USEFUL IN SUCH ROLES AS RECONNAISSANCE, RESUPPLY, CLOSE 

AIR SUPPORT, MEDEVAC, ETC., AND IN CONNECTION WITH A 
POTENTIAL HERBICIDE PROGRAM. 

2. THE CURRENT BURMA AIR FORCE INVENTORY SHOWS: 

A. TRANSPORT AIRCRAFT. THE BAF CURRENTLY HAS 

ONLY THREE OPERATIONAL TRANSPORT AIRCRAFT (INCLUDING 
THE US-PROVIDED F-27), NONE OF WHICH HAS STOL CAPA- 
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BILITY. 

B. UTILITY AIRCRAFT. THE LIGHT UTILITY AIRCRAFT 

IN THE BAF INVENTORY CONSIST OF TWO D-5 BEAGLES, ONE 
BEECH QUEEN AIR 65, FOUR CESSNA 180’S, NINE DHC-3 
OTTERS, AND TWO PC-6/B2 PILATUS TURBO-PORTERS (WITH 
TWO MORE EXPECTED TO ARRIVE SOON). EXPECT FOR THE 
PC-6’S, THESE AIRCRAFT ARE ALL OLD AND DIFFICULT TO 
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MAINTAIN, AND THEIR OVERALL OPERATIONAL READINESS RATE 
IS LESS THAN 50 PERCENT. THUS, AT ANY GIVEN TIME, THE 
BAF CANNOT COUNT ON HAVING AVAILABLE MORE THAN ABOUT 
10 LIGHT UTILITY AIRCRAFT. 

3. WE WOULD APPRECIATE GUIDANCE ON THE POSSIBILITY OF 
PROVIDING THE GUB TRANSPORT AND/OR UTILITY AIRCRAFT 
UNDER THE NARCOTICS CONTROL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM. WE 
HAVE IN MIND, IN PARTICULAR, THE PC-6'S WHICH AMBASSADOR 
VANCE MENTIONED DURING HIS NOVEMBER VISIT AS POSSIBLY 
BEING AVAILABLE IN THAILAND AT BARGAIN PRICES. THE 
BAF ALREADY HAS THIS TYPE OF AIRCRAFT IN ITS FLEET, 

AND OUR AIZULVXTHE BELIEVES IT IS DISTINCTLY SUITED 
TO ANTI-NARCOTICS PROGRAM NEEDS BECAUSE OF ITS 
VERSATILITY AND STOL CAPABILITY. 
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